
NEIGHBOURHOOD ACTION GROUP 
West/Central & East 

8th September 2009 @10:00 
Lecture Room, Cambridgeshire Fire & Rescue Service, Parkside 

 
Present 
John Fuller (Chair)    Cambridgeshire Constabulary 
Mark Coupar     Cambridgeshire Fire & Rescue Service (Red Watch) 
Paul Griffin     Cambridge City Council 
Vicky Hornsby     Cambridge Business Against Crime (CAMBAC) 
Steve Kerridge    Cambridgeshire Constabulary 
Wendy Lansdown    Cambridgeshire County Council 
Jim Meikle     Cambridgeshire Fire & Rescue Service 
Althea Mejias     Cambridge City Council 
Robert Osbourn    Cambridge City Council 
Sarah Steggles    Cambridge City Council 
Katie Wood     Cambridge City Council 
Tom Kingsley (Notes)    Cambridge City Council 
 
Apologies 
Alastair Roberts    Cambridge City Council 
Paula Bishop     Cambridgeshire County Council 
Marianne Crozier    Cambridge City Council 
Mark Kathro     Cambridgeshire Constabulary 
 
1. Apologies 

Apologies were received as above. 
 
2. Notes of last meeting and action points 
2.1 Notes confirmed. 
 
2.2 Action points closed, except: 

a) JM to check with Marshall and Addenbrooke’s if any of their spare land could be used in 
the interim.  JM, JF and AR to meet to progress. 

b) KS, AR and JF to look at whether to recommend Speedwatch volunteers to be recruited 
from across the city. 

 
3. West/Central neighbourhood profile: review of actions 

Previous priorities: 
• ASB by vehicles in the City Centre 
• ASB in Castle ward 
• Prostitution – Histon Road 
 
Generally good feedback at meeting.  JM continuing work with other agencies.  Julia 
Howlett’s replacement pending. 

 
4. West/Central Area Committee (20th August): consider recommendations / 

issues and agree actions. 
 
4.1 Bag and purse thefts in City Centre 

Purse dipping in Market.  Ely hit by similar MO.  Bulgarian female arrested in Ely and 
charged with another 30/40 incidents (part of a group).  PCSO engagement with larger 
stores.  CAMBAC engagement.  Issue free cat bells for purses to elderly. 

 
4.2 ASB by vehicles in City Centre 
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 Three councillors raised issues with traffic.  Highlighted problem with taxis over-ranking.  
Police issue tickets but magistrates not taking seriously?  Some drivers pursuing 
vindictive/malicious complaints.  Impact of illegal parking on emergency services.  ).  
Resident paramedic and rangers can also engage.  Possible solution is a multi-agency 
forum?  Adopt as a theme within the issue.  Issues over parking in cycle lanes and other 
cycle ASB: covered by Cambridge CSP.  Police use Op. Blackwall for targeting resources, 
so link in with cycle campaign.  Query over legality of 20mph and confusing signage.  
Request to monitor speeding on Emmanuel Road. 
JM to speak with Green Watch about engagement with taxi drivers. 
RO to speak with Jas Lally and Christine Allison about setting up a forum between 
agencies and taxi reps. 
WL to check legality and signage. 

 JF and PG to agree response to councillors raising the issues. 
 
5. Any other issues 
 Issue raised over taking photos of ASB.  Call to business community to attend Area 

Committees. 
 JF and PG to ensure business issues get fed into reports. 
 
6. East neighbourhood profile: review of actions 

Previous priorities: 
• Under-age drinking and associated ASB on green spaces across city East 
• Youth-related ASB – Thorpe Way / Jack Warren Green / Ditton Fields 
• Analysis of speeding in city East 

 
Not a good meeting.  Good works not fed back to attendees. 

 
7. East Area Committee (3rd September): consider recommendations / issues 

and agree actions. 
 
7.1 Speeding issues across the neighbourhood – host a specific meeting to scope the 

issue and response 
Poor take up on Speedwatch; Police move back to enforcement.  Review analysis and 
focus on hot spots.  Can details be released to public? 
WL to check whether Mill Road 20mph limit is part of County pilot plan. 
JF and PG to work on speeding plan. 
WL to check where speed surveys can be accessible by public. 
JF and PG to ensure Speedwatch update to Cambridge CSP. 

 
7.2 ASB, drug misuse and associated environmental issues in Norfolk Street area 
 Various needles finds.  ASB around Mill Road cemetery, Burleigh Street and Man In The 

Moon pub.  Residents meeting taking place tonight; use outcome to focus priority. 
 
7.3 ASB in Abbey Ward – focus area to be defined but areas to be considered include 

North Barnwell, Ekin Road, Fison Road and Thorpe Way. 
 A known group of youths move from one area to another as they are moved on.  Fire 

Service working on engagement in Ekin Road, Ditton Fields, Thorpe Way and Fison Road 
(and associated recs).  Safety Zone work with Year 8/9 students: multi-agency engagement 
pilot in South Cambs.  Reports of minor arson damage.  Use of storyboarding to provide 
better stats in profiles. 

 
8. Any other issues 
 Sale of alcohol to underage children. 
 WL to obtain stats. 
 
6. Cambridge Community Safety Partnership: consideration of priorities. 
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 Covered earlier. 
 
8. AOB 

JM offered Fire Service facilities for future NAG meetings – offer accepted with thanks. 
SK and local sergeant would now attend every Area Committee. 

 
9. Date of next meeting – 22nd December 2009 
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